So You’ve Been Asked to Lead the Offering…

Some things to remember: 

*
The offering is something that we give to God out of what he has given us already. Sometimes that will be a tithe, which is 10% of what we earn, or it will be a special gift. We give these gifts out of gratitude for what God has given us, and in faith that he will continue to provide. 

* 
The money from the offering goes to support ministries at the church and other ministries and missionaries that the church supports, but the primary thing that we are doing in the offering is worshipping God. For that reason, the church does not take the offering, we give it. We are giving our offerings to God and to his work, not to a building or an organization. The church is the gathering of people, not the building. 

* 
Outsiders often feel uncomfortable at this point in the service, and some people think that “the church is always trying to get your money!”  Make sure to leave space for people not to participate, especially if they are not regular attenders.  

* 
With all of this in mind, when you stand up there don’t feel guilty or awkward about telling people about the offering. You are inviting them to worship God. It is their privilege to participate. 

Some passages to think about as you prepare for this role: 

2 Corinthians 9: 6-11

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: 

‘They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 
   
their righteousness endures forever.’
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”

Luke 6:38

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

Proverbs 11:25-26

“One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.  A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” 

Proverbs 3:9

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops.”
